
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

We taught a week class 
in English to a high 
school group, visited the 
nearest hospital as well 
as an inspiring free eye 
surgery clinic run by a 
Guatemalan doctor and 

local volunteers.  
 
We met many everyday saints and heard their stories of faith through good times 
and deep suffering -- through faith and determination they have survived 
massacres against them by the government, refugee camp life, resettlement, the 
death of many children from illness and deep poverty, We have brought their 
stories and faces back to you.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will working hard to introduce you more deeply to these people through photo 
and speech presentations, a calendar, a story in the Olive Branch, an updated 
web site with many pages and photos, letter exchanges, and hopefully some 



initiatives in every parish committee and the school to deepen our partnership 
with this special community of people.  
 
We were able to see first hand how great a difference your contributions have 
made to these people's lives: the electricity, truck (which we rode in often over 
the very bumpy, twisty roads), new roofs on the church and parish house after 
the hurricanes, telephone, fencing, water, school supplies, library, etc. and daily 
assistance for the sisters and the people in their emergencies. They have 
extremely active pastoral teams and work hard for themselves. Life is just harder 
than you can imagine. But every project is run with the people leading, including 
the clinic. This year we are going to help them secure their land titles, clean 
water, and perhaps setting up a women's skirt sewing business/education/prayer 
circle project (San Jose Cortes) and  linking the parish with the Heifer Project.  
 
 Though there are two other churches in the village, the San Jose Catholic 
Church is central to most everything going on, from medical care to high school 
classes. The mission house has a loudspeaker to announce community 
happenings, clinic hours, gatherings, and to alert a family that they have a phone 
call at the parish house, since few homes have telephone lines and cell phones 
are beyond most residents. The parish car is used like an ambulance to get 
people to the hospitals in distant towns or like a bus, giving rides to people when 

anyone is going to town. 
 
The people live off very little 
– mostly corn tortillas. Every 
morning and every evening, 
the girls and women bring 
lime-water soaked corn 
kernels to one of the village 
grinding mills, pay some 
centavos, and get their corn 
ground. Then they return 
home to form and grill the 
tortillas. Team members 
gave it a try. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


